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Introduction 

Cultural Relationships In a broad sense, a culture cannot be developed. It emerges over time. It 

may modification and evolves. It seems that it is not possible to talk of a society without talking 

about its culture, the development of society is not only about economics but also about how 

developed its culture is.
1
 Pakistan and India share the same and common cultural history, food, 

language, dress and are tied with the turmoil of the invaders and colonial powers of the past as 

well. There cannot be two more similar people in other areas of the world.
2
as it was Muslims 

from whom the Britain took charge. Both nations blame each other for all the bloodbath and 

damage caused at the time of partition and do not realized that the same incidents were create on 

both sides. The citizens of both countries remain strongly interrelated and interconnected with 

each other through the similar culture.
3
 

 

After the partition Jinnah was urged them to be loyal to their own state. However being a 

large number like 170 million Muslims in India enjoy an equal right to cast their vote and have to 

come counted. They influence elections in Lok Shabh and the backward among them have been 

able to get reservation like Other Backward Classes (OBCs). But the problem of Hindus in 

Pakistan, said to be some 7 million, is that they are not large enough to have any say in political 

matters, nor are they content with they have been reduced to after partition.
4
 

 

Although India is socially, politically and economically better than Pakistan and had 

made amazing progress in all spheres as compared to Pakistan, but there remains a stigma and 

changes of reconciliation in all regards with its neighboring country; Pakistan. Following is the 

analysis of India Pakistan cultural relationship in term of literature, cricket, pilgrimage and 

education along with some suggestions for improvement of ties for the future.  

 

CIKITUSI JOURNAL FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

Volume 6, Issue 4, April 2019

ISSN NO: 0975-6876

http://cikitusi.com/683



 

Changing hearts through Art and Theatre: 

An artist believe that culture the arts and creative media in general present many occasions for 

the promotion of the understanding of human rights and for forging unity amongst the peoples of 

India and Pakistan. Dance, music, visual and performing arts transcend language barriers and 

serve as incredible, almost magical means of communication and bonding. It must be noted that 

those people who came to watch cultural programs may not necessarily be already converted to 

the ideas and objectives of the peace movement and, therefore, the whole concept of raising 

awareness and bringing people together through cultural inputs becomes that much more 

meaningful and effective. The arts and creative media can be used to communicate information 

and provide very real means of raising awareness about rights in a situation of conflict, they give 

people and communities a voice, and they offer a forum for the discussion of sensitive issues.
5
 

 

• To generate awareness and change moral attitudes, especially about relations between 

India and Pakistan, and between Hindu and Muslim,  

• To fight traditionalism and all kinds of fundamentalism, especially religious 

fundamentalism,  

• To empower the oppressed people of India and Pakistan so that they take control of 

their lives and try to bring about a social change, and  

• To create an atmosphere of peace and harmony between the people of the two countries. 

It feels that art and culture can do this because there is something in art that express an 

unchanging truth and has a liberating quality.
6
 All these activity related to different issues of 

India Pakistan like women, partition, war, culture, human rights and many other that can bring 

people together on a single platform. 

 

Cricket Diplomacy  

Cricket has been an important component in the process of improving relations between India 

and Pakistan, and improvement has certainly been needed. When it comes to India-Pakistan 

cricket relations, it begins to signify different meanings and convey different massages to 

different people like: nationalism, communalism, war, infiltration, insurgency, terrorism, 

diplomacy, peace, election, cultural exchange, commercial boom, cricketing conflict and so on. 
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Interestingly, it was cricket that formed the first bilateral exchanges in 1952 when Pakistan, led 

by Abdual Hafeez Kardar, toured India. The first test series was played in 1951-52 when 

Pakistani team came to India and in 1954-55 Indian team departed to Pakistan to play cricket. 

But from 1961-78 and between; 1990-1999, no match was played due to political bad blood. 

Then should we make the point that cricket has the capacity to break the political curse.
7
 

 

The higher political leadership also goes to stadiums if both countries are playing with 

each other and buck up their own teams. Even Colin Powell, the US Secretary of State, on his 

visit to India during the series in March 2003, expressed the hope that the enthusiasm generated 

by the revival of cricketing ties would certainly have a positive impact on bilateral peace 

process.
8
Manifestly, emotions run high in cricketing encounters between India and Pakistan. But 

the fund of mutual goodwill and friendship out there proved sufficient to handle these emotions 

ensuring that mutual trust and reciprocal faith have come back at least in Indo-Pak cricketing 

relations. This play is taken as a means to promote bilateral ties between the two countries and 

bringing the people closer. It is expected that India shall allow common people from Pakistan to 

visit India to watch the match in its stadiums or play grounds and would grant visas to about 

thousand Pakistani. This is a positive signal to bring peace and harmony between the two 

nations. 

 

Pilgrimages Visits: 

Every year thousands of pilgrims from both sides visits there holy religious places that attached 

people of the two rival states and governments of the both the states respect faith of those 

pilgrims. In this way Pakistan governments move forward in renovation of Hindu temples at 

Keats sends a positive signal and announce that “We want make Ketas a major tourist attraction. 

Two million people go to Pushkar every year. We want to bring a million pilgrims from India to 

Keats. If not a million, at least 5 lakes”, it was a grand project of Musharraf of building a new 

image for Pakistan as a modern Islamic state that provides space for all religions, including 

Hinduism.
9
 Like millions of Muslim pilgrims came to India from Pakistan and thousands of Sikh 

pilgrims came to Pakistan from India to pray at their holy places in Rajasthan in India and in 

Punjab Province of Pakistan by a special train service named Samjhota Express and both of the 
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government welcomes them and shows hospitality and they went back with enchanting 

memories.
10

 

 

Civil Society and Peace Activists  

Indo-Pakistan engagement has taken place in multiple phases. In the first phase, from 1947, to 

the mid 1980s, the two governments were the principle actors; they talked for peace but 

remained ever ready for war and, indeed, actively clashed four times. In the second phase, from 

mid, 1980s to mid, 1990s, sections of the intellectuals in both India and Pakistan start working 

for peace. In the third phase people of India became active. They voted for peace for their feet. In 

the procedure, they built such vast pressure on the both governments as to leave them little 

choice but to establish and then go forward with the practice of peace. Numerous groups have 

been engaged in promoting Indo-Pak friendship. Some of these groups are: 

 

Pakistan-India People‟s forum for Peace & Democracy(PIPFPD), Association of Peoples 

of Asia(APA), Women in Security conflict Management and Peace(WISCOMP), South Asian 

Forum of Human Rights(SAFHR), Pakistan Peace Coalition and the coalition for Nuclear 

Disarmament and Peace(CNDP) and India Pakistan Soldiers Initiative for Peace(IPSI),South 

Asian Free Media Association (SAFMA), Pakistan, Green circle Organization (GCO), Pakistan, 

Institute for Secular Studies and Peace (ISSP), Pakistan and Aman Ki Asha (Hope for Peace) and 

a joint venture of two daily newspapers of India and Pakistan. GCO has thrown a project where 

they take citizens of one country to their backgrounds in another country which they gone behind 

after dividing wall in 1947. The people went back to meet their neighbors, their families and to 

see their homes where they had spent life in the early days of their lives. Aman Ki Asha (Hope 

for Peace) is a combined venture of Daily Jang Group, Pakistan and The Times of India which 

was launched in 2010. The initiative was the outcome of the struggles made by an within 

programme launched many small projects to promote peace between two nations along with an 

anthem which says, There are peace activists, human rights organizations and activists, 

individuals, journalists, scholars, historians, academicians who are all advocating for better ties 

between India and Pakistan.
11 
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Educational Cooperation  

India and Pakistan can prepare much in the educational part also. Most of the pupils of South 

Asian countries go to West for higher education. This involves a lot of money and migration 

problems along with the chances of militancy and terrorism in the host countries, and because of 

this reason the visa process is quite complicated and strict for Asian students. So both countries 

can have bilateral process for educational cooperation and should learn the positive things from 

each other. This would decrease the economic pressure on the students seeking admission in 

West and they would be better adjusted due to the somewhat similarity of cultures and 

languages.
12

 

Reality Shows Making Bridge between Indo-Pak:  

For decades, opponents India and Pakistan have engaged in dangerous nuclear arms race. Now 

they are also competing in more cheerful forum. The fractious neighbors are going head to head 

in a pair of TV reality shows that pit chefs and musicians against each other. Producers hope to 

contests will help bridge the gulf between two nations that were born from the same womb and 

have been at each other‟s throats ever since. There is a significant overlap in the cuisines of both 

countries, as there is in Language, music and culture. Pakistanis and Indians both love curry, 

kebab and biryani a spiced rice dish. But they often use different dishes can also vary from one 

region to another within the same country. Many Pakistani and Indian have missed out on 

enjoying the varied tastes of the other country because mutual enmity has made cross border 

travel difficult. Like food music can also unite people across borders and bring them closer 

together. Therefore reality shows on TV afford platform for both countries to make a bond of 

love and peace in the mind of the people of both nations and it really works to make bridge.
13

 

Relations in 21st century 

Present day saw the decrease in tensions because of the role the civil society, human rights 

activists, scholars, artists (actors and singers) has brought in towards each other and is concrete 

the way for a peaceful and democratic relationship between the two countries. The both countries 

are relaxing the visas for its citizens making it convenient for the masses to meet each other often 

and releasing the prisoners from jails of the opponent countries. 
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Most of the TV music shows now have both country representatives as the judges and the 

competitors are also from both countries, even in one music TV show there is a Bangladeshi 

singer as judge also along with the judges from Pakistan and India. Till this day, we initiate 

many Pakistani artists working for Indian movies and music industry. To name a few, Rahat 

Fateh Ali Khan-a Pakistani singer is considered as a success symbol for films in India these days. 

Some female Pakistani artists are also working in Indian films but due to the difference in 

cultural norms only woman bold enough would agree to be part of Indian cinema as they have to 

face the fundamentalists Muslims back in their home country.  

On the occasion of last Eid after the Holy month of Ramazan, the Muslims of a small 

town of Joshimath in the state of Uttarakhand, India offered prayers in a Gurdwara by getting 

permission from the manager of the Goffer the prayers in the open ground so they asked the 

manager of nearby Gurdwara who whole heartedly allowed them to suggestion their prayers 

there, as informed by the News International August, 22, 2012 and The Indian times, August 23, 

2012, thus setting an sample of cultural harmony and peace. 

 Suggestions to Promote Peace and Harmony Between Two Countries  

• The media can bring the people close and create harmony between two nations. The 

media of both countries can play an effective role by objectively presenting the news and 

Pakistan and India should start educational ties and offer scholarships for the students of each 

country and should invite the scholars to come and visit each other and do researches on 

common interests.  

• The literature and syllabus books should not contain hatred to each other and both 

governments should revise and rewrite the history without depicting hostility to each other.  

• There should be cultural exchange programs between India and Pakistan. The artists 

programs and films and there should be know the Indian Cultural traditions and values.  

• Pakistan should invite and take help from the film makers and singers of India to boost 

its film industry. There should be inter-cultural dialogue between the activists, students, writers, 

scholars, historians to promote peace and harmony between two nations.  
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• Trade shall certainly bring the two countries together but visa for common man to visit 

noteworthy that both countries are also relaxing visas for group tourists to each other country 

that is also a good step towards better mutual relationships.  

• Cricket should be used to create congenial atmosphere between people of two nations 

and the leadership should show respect and tolerance towards the defeated side of the country to 

promote peace in the region.  

• India and Pakistan share borders, share history, share the heritage, share the sky to say it 

poetically, so there should be congenial relationship between two countries and it is not always 

wise to throw abuse at the neighbor, it should be met with revulsion by all intellectual and 

learned citizens of these countries who can motivate the stat actors to open hands for a peaceful 

and democratic relationship between the two nations. We wish for more positive and friendly 

relationship between India and Pakistan in the coming years. 

Conclusion and Suggestions  

• The India-Pakistan Relations is one of the most multipart bilateral relations in the 

world. Innumerable factors design to push these bilateral ties on the boiling pot. The immoral 

colonial designs and weak internal political will invariably create problems in identifying simple 

solutions of the remaining issues. In historical perspective it is clear that India and Pakistan is the 

core states of South Asia which are culturally similar linguistically unite geographically closed 

and historically related.  

 • There is much pressure from the peoples from the India and Pakistan on the two 

respective governments. The masses on the two sides have changed their stereotyped mindsets 

after the commencement of the people to people contact.  

• Confidence building measures require a continuing exercise. These measures cannot 

resolve all the issues but can reduce tensions and improve the regional environment greatly.  

• Interaction between the Chambers of Commerce and Industries of both the states should 

be encouraged to develop, trade, commerce and industry. The trade normalization process will 

increase trade opportunities for both India and Pakistan. Even though the automobile sector in 
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Pakistan and the textile sector in India have resisted trade liberalization, there is no rationale for 

holding back the process which shall inevitably benefit both the countries.  

 • While the removal of restrictions on FDI flows has opened up new investment 

opportunities, businessmen from India and Pakistan are reluctant to invest due to fear of a 

possible disruptive political event. Investors also fear becoming easy targets for those who 

oppose their presence. Businessmen willing to invest could enter into joint ventures without 

physically locating in each other‟s territory, as the first step to entry, till legal systems safeguard 

investments and there is improvement in investors‟ confidence. For a liberal visa regime to be in 

place, electronic „smart systems‟ should be used to screen visa applications and track physical 

movement of people, while avoiding undue harassment to genuine traders. Telecommunication 

channels also need to be opened up to foster people to-people contact and reduce business costs. 

The existing communication system between India and Pakistan does not permit travelers to use 

their mobile phones in the other‟s country.  

 • India and Pakistan need to constantly engage with one another to understand each 

other‟s regulatory regimes. As new businessmen enter into trading relations, it is important to 

have forums that bring buyers and sellers together. Guaranteed payments are essential for 

building new and lasting business partnerships, for which banking channels would need to be 

improved. An innovative dispute resolution system should also be put in place. For many years, 

Dubai has provided as a facilitator for trade and guaranteed payments between India and 

Pakistan. Thus, a third country wherein India and Pakistan share mutual trust could provide for 

an effective dispute resolution mechanism. Moreover, it is important for the business 

communities to create multilevel channels of communication which can reduce misconceptions, 

bridge information gaps, and generate a significant change in the business environment of the 

two countries. All such holistic measures could help in realizing the untapped trade potential 

between India and Pakistan.  

 • Agro- Climatic conditions being same in both the countries, possibilities for agriculture 

co-operation should be explored and enhanced. It will help in attaining food self-sufficiency and 

earning revenue from the other countries.  
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• The media can convey the people close and create synchronization between two 

nations. The media of both countries can play an effective role by objectively presenting the 

news and Pakistan and India should start educational ties and offer scholarships for the students 

of both country and should offer the scholars to come and visit each other and do investigates on 

common interests.  

• The literature and syllabus books should not contain hatred to each other and both 

governments should revise and rewrite the history without depicting hostility to each other.  

• There should be cultural exchange programs between India and Pakistan. The artists 

programs and films and there should be know the Indian Cultural traditions and values.  

• Pakistan should invite and take help from the film makers and singers of India to boost 

its film industry. There should be inter-cultural dialogue between the activists, students, writers, 

scholars, historians to promote peace and harmony between two nations.  

• Cricket should be used to create congenial atmosphere between people of two nations 

and the leadership should show respect and tolerance towards the defeated side of the country to 

promote peace in the region.  

• Intelligence agencies of both the nations should not blame each other for their internal 

disturbances. Transparency on defense policy issues and equipments is required to create cordial 

atmosphere in both the countries. Initially it could be done simply by providing the information 

about the military affairs, such as equipment holding and weapon acquisitions after the event. 

The possibilities of collective nonmilitary activities between military personal in both the nations 

should be explored.  

• People of both countries are always enthusiastic to visit the territory of each other so 

both countries should offer attractive incentives from tourism point of view. It will help in 

developing harmonious relations on the one hand in both nations and on the other hand it will 

give boost to the revenue for these two states. 

Visitors coming from both the countries help in developing the atmosphere for peace and 

fairs and Festivals should be organized collectively by both the states to spread the message of 

harmony, peace and mutual trust and faith. Last but not least, Joint ventures between the two 
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countries are non- existent, and so is direct investment. While India and Pakistan compete to sell 

their goods in the global market, there are many areas of enterprise in which both the countries 

can complement each other‟s needs and hence produce cost- effective, quality goods. Potential 

sectors for joint ventures include agricultural products, tires, auto spare parts, minerals, 

chemicals, pharmaceuticals, leather, textile and telecommunications, education and literature 

sector, media, theatre, cinema, sports, and many others.  

The exchange of technology and skills between the two neighbors will help enhance the 

quality of their goods at comparatively cheaper prices. Telecommunication networking between 

them will help closer interaction between the elite as well as common people. Also joint project 

to provide IT related services for world markets would be an attractive proposition for global 

companies.  

Free intra country tourism will ensure people to people contact. Also, joint tourism 

projects, especially in the Himalayan region could provide a fillip to 193 the tourism industry in 

both the countries. India and Pakistan can establish joint ventures to harness and transmit the 

region‟s hydropower resources. Cooperation in water management and hydropower projects can 

help in increasing irrigation benefits, decreasing risks of floods, and establishing Indo-Pakistan 

electric grid system for intra-country transmission of electricity.  

Therefore it can be said that Wars did not resolve any issue in the past. We believed that 

Kashmir can become the bridge to peace between the two countries, which has so far been the 

primary cause of hostility between India and Pakistan. The collaboration of civil and military 

spheres for peace gained legitimacy, needless to say this kind of synergy is only the beginning 

and needs to be consolidated and further strengthened through a combination of initiatives in the 

years ahead. Despite all, It was convinced that we were on the wrong track as far as 

neighborhood management was concerned. We needed a new method to convert the old-style 

confrontation and conflict method to one of cooperation and merging. People in South Asia, 

home to a vast majority of the world‟s poor, need the availability of employment opportunities 

more than anything else. This is essential so that no one takes interest in destructive activities 

like terrorism. If there is cooperation among India and Pakistan and not fight, vast opportunities 

will open up for trade, travel and development that will make success in both nations. 
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