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Abstract: 

Postcolonialism continues to be discussed and debated to this day. Its emergence as a theoretical 

approach could be attributed to the seminal publication of Edward Said’s Orientalism (1978) 

followed by the contributions of the two critical Indian giants, Homi K. Bhabha and Gayatri 

Chakravorty Spivak. However, one cannot ignore the groundwork done by the author of The 

Wretched of the Earth (1961) Frantz Fanon. Its neocolonial incarnations in different disguises 

can be detected in different global situations. 
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There has long been a debate on the term “Postcolonialism” and the features distinguishing this 

movement from intellectual, literary and critical developments like modernism, postmodernism, 

structuralism or post-structuralism. The very discussion on the need or otherwise of a hyphen 

after “post” has generated more heat than light. “Postcolonialism” without its hyphen is viewed 

as a theoretical approach in literary as well as critical parlance. It also is indicative of the politics 

of transformational resistance to unjust and unequal forms of social, economic and political 

centers of power. The term “post-colonialism” with its hyphen signifies the period in the history 
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of a country after its colonization has ended. Most of the countries in their post-independent 

stages experience resistance to subjugation and internal colonization and so this kind of 

movement intended to subvert authoritarian tendencies has largely come to signify what civil 

freedom fighters also dub postcolonialism. What strikes one as one examines this theory is the 

analysis of the socio-familial and socio-economic and political structures of domination and 

subjugation.  

When one talks or writes about postcolonial literatures, one refers to the writings of authors who 

belong to countries that underwent the painful process of colonization. When one discusses 

postcolonialism as a theory, what one has in view is the field of investigation into the conditions 

and traumatic experiences of colonized people during external colonization and internal 

colonization in the post-colonial period. Postcolonial writings can include, for instance, novels 

authored during the colonial period, such as the first Indian-English novel of Bankim Chandra 

Chattopadhyay titled Rajmohan’s Wife (1864) or Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart (1959), 

which indicate resistance to colonialism. But the larger body of postcolonial literature is seen to 

have been produced in the aftermath of colonization. Postcolonialism is also used during 

discussions of living conditions similar to those in previously colonized nations such as the 

subjugation of African Americans in the United States and the marginalization of Dalits in India 

or the ghettoization of the aborigines in Canada, Australia and other countries. Bill Ashcroft and 

his co-authors have written in The Empire Writes Back, that the literatures of “African countries, 

Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Caribbean countries, India, Malaysia, Malta, New Zealand, 

Pakistan, Singapore, South Pacific Island countries and Sri Lanka” are all postcolonial. They go 

on to point out: 

CIKITUSI JOURNAL FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

Volume 6, Issue 6, June  2019

ISSN NO: 0975-6876

http://cikitusi.com/692



what each of these literatures has in common beyond their special and distinctive 

regional characteristics is that they emerged in their present form out of the 

experience of colonization and asserted themselves by foregrounding the tension 

with the imperial power, and by emphasizing their differences from the 

assumptions of the imperial centre. (2) 

Postcolonial literature today finds itself expressed in different forms and categories across the 

world. So it can hardly be classed under narrow rubrics like “commonwealth literature” or 

“literature of the Third World”. Literatures in the postcolonial context are seen to develop 

through different stages of marginalization and resistance to domination at the national or 

regional level in a nation. What makes it visible is its tendency to assert its difference from the 

dominant centre. The postcolonial theory has also been influenced by the postmodernist 

tendency to reject universalism and emphasize what is regional or peculiar to a culture. The 

method of deconstruction has strengthened the postcolonial movement in its strategy to 

undermine the difference between the centre and the periphery. Postcolonial writings continue to 

resonate with their readers even in the second decade of the 21
st
 century, although it has given 

birth to newer fields of study like diasporic literature or gender studies.  

One of the factors contributing to the relevance of postcolonialism is its subsuming feminism. 

One of the postcolonial projects is the decolonization of the subjugated woman. Women 

naturally witnessed with envy male enjoyment of liberty after the attainment of the political 

independence of colonized countries. Even though they fought along with their male 

counterparts for freedom, they got relegated to secondary roles during the reconstructions of their 

countries’ economies. It is in this context that Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and Helen Tiffin 

are driven to declare that “recent feminist and recent postcolonial theory overlap and inform each 
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other” (30). Women during the period of a nation’s colonization became doubly colonized— at 

home by their male relatives and at the national level by the colonizer. The kinship between 

feminism and postcolonialism is revealed as one looks into the history of how the patriarch treats 

his subjugated woman as the colonizer treats the colonized nation. 

The theory of postcolonialsim is seen to emerge out of the studies done by Frantz Fanon, a West 

Indian psychiatrist who promoted the cause of Algerian independence from France. His analysis 

of the dynamics of colonialism is found in his universally known book, The Wretched of the 

Earth (1961). What contributed to the popularity of the postcolonial body of concepts are the 

views of the great thinkers like Edward Said, a Palestinian-American scholar and Indian scholars 

like Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and Homi K. Bhabha. Orientalism (1978) is Said’s greatest 

contribution to this critical movement as he brings into focus the relationship between culture 

and power. He writes, “One of the most interesting developments in postcolonial studies was a 

re-reading of the canonical cultural works, not to demote or somehow dish dirt on them, but to 

re-investigate some of their assumptions, going beyond the stifling hold on them of some version 

of the master-slave binary dialectic” (352-53). Gayatri Spivak like him seeks to create room for 

multiple voices, especially those voices which used to be silenced by the dominant class. It is 

Spivak who has incorporated into critical studies the voice of the subaltern woman. She finds 

marginality to be the fittest site for resistance. She argues that the voice of the subaltern woman 

cannot be “heard” or “read”. She writes about the plight of the silenced woman “caught between 

tradition and modernization” (“Can the Subaltern Speak?” 306). Bhabha’s primary role as a 

postcolonial critic is the scrutiny of how the colonized subject gets hybridized. His renowned 

book, The Location of Culture (1994) contains essays where he airs his views on his concepts 

like ambivalence, colonial mimicry, social liminality and hybridity. 

CIKITUSI JOURNAL FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

Volume 6, Issue 6, June  2019

ISSN NO: 0975-6876

http://cikitusi.com/694



The foundations laid by the four aforesaid postcolonial stalwarts remain firm as there have 

throughout been tensions between the centre and its margins. The literary voices of suppressed 

segments of society feel the need in every epoch to “right back” to the imperial centre, to borrow 

the words of Ashcroft and his co-authors. Colonialism is seen today in different disguises but 

politically conscious people recognize it in its neocolonial incarnation. 
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