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ABSTRACT 

Cultural and Identity is the important ingredient which uplifts everyone in the society. A 

person's life should be weighed with both quality and quantity, so this will be measured 

only through culture and identity. There are  lot of practices to develop a person from the 

beginning to end but the cultural identity plays main role in strengthening one's life 

socially and individually. But we cannot see this as one eyed aspect like focusing only on 

good or only through evil. Cultural background depicts one’s identity. Thus the research 

article aims at giving both sides of human beings life pointing out the work of Cormac 

McCarthy, R.K.Narayan, Manju Kapur and other writers.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Various  cultural analysis and social studies have investigated cultural identity and understanding 

based on various traditions and the backgrounds in which people lived. In recent decades, a new 

form of identification has emerged which breaks down the understanding of the individual as a 

coherent whole subject into a collection of various cultural identifiers. These cultural identifiers 
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may be the result of various conditions including: environment, gender, race, history, nationality, 

religion, food and other moral values,  

In the world human beings are the great living beings has the ability to express the inner 

sense and make their mind to be aware of its own states. When we think about the nature of the 

human being or individual he or she can work or act according to his own conceptions or ideas. 

Since culture plays a major role in every individual and their background and personality 

represents in the name of cultural identity. There are people who create culture in different ways 

and have cultural identity. 

 In literature cultural identity and nature of the environment go hand in hand. There is 

variety of themes available in literature to explore the culture and everything is based upon the 

author’s background where they lived and what they experience. But every writer makes the 

reader to understand how the culture shapes a character with the environments of good and evil. 

Everyone should understand the role culture plays in their own life in order to understand how 

important it is for others. If we examine the literature the characters represents the familiar and 

unfamiliar cultural settings.   

Cormac McCarthy as an American contemporary writer has written about the dark world 

or evil world and of the cultural identity is represented about the stark and beautiful landscapes 

of the southwestern United States and Mexico living terrain which the protagonists must 

constantly invigilate as they attempt to achieve stability. The invisible process through which 

place is created is dependent on the ways that individuals and societies attempt to transform 

empty space into fixed, stable location with ideological dimensions in order to obtain a sense of 

identity. McCarthy in his Trilogy and other novels like The Road and Outer Dark highlights the 

Paradox inherent in the process of the construction old place, namely that although the characters 

crave the constantly compelled into motion in order to find the ideal place they seek and thus are 

never able to root themselves definitely or stabilize their individual identities. At the same time,  

McCarthy the emphasizes the region itself as a space that changes often in the process of 

transformation by technological, industrial and economic changes that prevents the protagonists 

achieving the identities they internalized in their youth which are associated with the western 

myths of roaming cowboys and unsettled wilderness. 
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The cultural identity expressed in the novels of R.K.Narayan, Raja Rao, Sachin 

Tendulkar, and other Indian writers. Every writer in literature gives importance in representing 

culture in all the races and all communities. As community and religion plays a vital part in 

maximum areas of the world, upbringing the individual character lies in the environment where 

he or she grows. The culture of the family background and environment is the main ingredient 

which moulds every individual to involve in all kinds of personal and social activities which is 

good or bad and in his or her deeds. When we speak about the individual’s achievement that lies 

in the background of culture or environment one that grows distinct surroundings and make 

evident in his life.  

The great Indian writer R.K. Narayan, has depicted the culture which he experienced on 

his own and the concepts like marriage, religion, tradition and other problems which everyone 

experiences in their day today life. The Guide suggests that the means of, not the obstacle to, 

locating fluid moments of socio-cultural unity. He takes for granted that the transformability of 

both culture and self are the key to a heterogeneous, paradoxical whole composed of differences 

and continuous in nationhood identity. Naryan’s dynamic and encompassing visions of culture 

and the individual remains as relevant and valuable today at them, they were in the novel’s 

original historical context. R. K. Narayan’s character depiction shows the major conflicts faced 

by the middle class people and how the person in the middle class wants to show their identity 

through their every day hardships. 

In Manju Kapur’s fourth novel The Immigrant, the protagonists Nina and Ananda are 

both NRI s drawn to new lives in Canada in the seventies. The new environment and new life 

changes the mind of the couples. The cultural differences in food and clothing that Kapur focuses 

here and even how Nina behaves with her husband’s friends. Kapur explores the special 

challenges facing immigrant wives, the way a young woman’s life becomes an even more 

impossible balancing act inside a foreign culture. Thus the cultural changes give a drastic 

difference between the people and between the relationships then and there. Manju Kapur 

presents the individuals bitterness when they are forced to live in new culture and new 

environment at the same time they hides their identity because of the because of cultural 

changes. 
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 The person who lives in a circle of environment should accept the value of life and adopt 

the situations. In Raja Rao’s Kanthapura, he has given nationalism as the main theme and the 

whole novel people struggles a lot against anti-Gandhians and the followers of Moorthy did all 

kind of prayers and pooja for the sake their own village and for their own country. These 

situations they give importance to the humanity and not for the community and that reveals from 

Moorthy’s close relationship with pariah people and they will become the great support Moorthy 

in all his endeavours for the freedom of our country. The people live in conservative culture too 

can change their mind for the welfare of the commonness.  

Culture is the ingredient that everyone can live in their life by projecting their life by 

projecting their identity to the society. In Vijay Tendulkar’s play Silence! The Court is in Session 

the protagonist Leela Benare comes out of the culture, as a schoolteacher she survives but at last 

she was rejected by everyone and at last tries to commits suicide. The culture that was adopted 

by the school teacher and the way she projected her character is a kind of identity that reflects in 

the end of her life.     

  Culture is an important factor in shaping identity. Cultural identity is also used in 

greater sense that makes the individuals a sense of shared citizenship. The frame work of cultural 

identity is called external cultural reality which influences the unique internal cultural realities of 

the individuals within the nation. The great writers of literature applied their complete sense. 

Cormac McCarthy as a 21st century writer pictured the dark culture that prevails wherever in the 

world. McCarthy as a leading writer in American literature, the characters he has chosen in his 

novels is the great trademark of representing the dark side of the life of an individual and how 

the individual can suffer alone without any identity. Within the cultural identity, the search for 

oneself. When one focuses the background or environment, the importance of culture is needed 

there. Every character that represents for good or evil, if they want to represent oneself needs to 

be projected in the society or whatever it may be all they need is identity and culture. One who 

grows from the proper cultural background will get the proper identity and they can stamp their 

impression wherever they are.  

Cultural identity speaks for both individual or for the group. In R.K.Narayan's, the author 

gives importance for all moral, social and cultural values that will be focused in every 

individual's life. In each novel the author teaches some values to society. When we speak about 
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the cultural identity, the individuals’ survival should be keenly noticed by everyone in all angles. 

If the culture is good or grown well, the identities reach every individual. Hence the culture and 

identity go hand-in-hand interrelated. Everyone should recognize the importance of their own 

cultural identities and view their life by recognizing the importance of their own cultural 

identities.  The different aspect of person's cultural identity will shape one's life that includes 

race, ethnicity, religion, language, gender, region and family. 

            All aspects are portrayed in all kinds of works of literature through various types of 

characters what we are reading as important characters or protagonists. Only through the 

important character, the culture and identity will grow or destroy or interchange between 

persons. Hence through the character projection, cultural and identity will be projected to the 

society. 
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