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Abstract  

“Break a vase, and the love that reassembles the fragments is stronger than that love 

which took its symmetry for granted when it was whole”, says Derek Walcott in his 

Nobel Prize lecture. The love that he speaks about resonates in all of his writings. In his 

poem “The Season of Phantasmal Peace” he aspires love to be celebrated season less. 

The world today is fragmented at political, religious and racial levels. Geographically it 

is ruptured by national borders. Walcott deciphers how these national borders are 

human constructs that make human beings embrace a state of amnesia. He emphasizes 

the necessity of shedding the narrow perceptions that are skewed by the thoughts of 

nationalism so that the human race can hold on to peace. Through a series of images 

Walcott mirrors the existing reality of human race and gives a clarion call to them 

regarding the need of the hour which is peace. This paper tries to analyse the select 

poem to unearth how the poet makes the reader transcend the narrow regional 

boundaries. 
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 The concept of living as groups exists from time immemorial. The idea travelled 

through centuries and lead to the evolution of modern nation – state concept. Millions 

have lost their lives due to the adherence to this dogma. The twentieth century is 

apparently the cruellest era so far as it contains within itself the horror of two world 

wars. The world after these wars is not the same. The experience of living in this world 

is filled with terror of being nuked at any moment. All these dreadful things have its 

origin in the act of demarcating geographical areas as nations. 

The word nation holds together huge mass of people in agglomeration. Nation - 

ness is one of the most universal social construct. Benedict Anderson in the 

Introduction to his book entitled “Imagined Communities” defines nation as, “…an 

imagined political community – and imagined as both inherently limited and 

sovereign.” (6). Anderson refers the concept of nation as “imagined” because he is 

absolutely positive that even in the smallest of nations, none of its members will be 

familiar with every last one of the other members. In spite of it every member holds the 

imagination of them being a community as a whole nation.  

 Taking Anderson’s concept of nation being an “imagined community” it is 

evident that all the ventures of human race backing up with the concept of nationalism 

is hollow. At this point one cannot help remembering the words of Tagore, “When this 

organisation of politics and commerce, whose other name is nation, becomes all 

powerful at the cost of the harmony of the higher social life, then it is an evil day for 

humanity." Human race has a huge history of violence in the name of nation. There are 

a number of writers who object the concept of nationalism and Walcott is one among 

them. 
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 Walcott’s life and work exposes a teeming intersection of cultural forces. He has 

been experiencing the impact of both dominant western culture and the native culture of 

the Caribbean island. This is evident in one of his famous poems, “A far Cry from 

Africa” where he explains about divided loyalties. Colonisation, imperialism and 

oppression based on racial differentiation have had a long term connection with the 

sense of nationalism. Walcott having experienced the extended impact of the same 

constantly attempts to crumble the model of nationalism. 

 In the poem “The Season of Phantasmal Peace” Walcott gives a picture of the 

seasonal passing of birds. He gives beautiful images of nature throughout the poem. 

Apart from apparent denotations, what the poet tries to imply is to be taken under 

consideration. Birds symbolise freedom. The very imagery of bird migration tells that 

the birds are not aware of the man-made national boundaries and they fly across the 

globe without any limitations. During the process of migration Walcott says that the 

birds “lifted together / the huge net of the shadows of this earth”. Through this line 

Walcott tries to say that birds are taking the national boundaries away from the face of 

the earth. According to Walcott the net has covered the earth like “vines of an orchard”. 

The net of shadows includes the shadows of “long pines” and “glass - faced towers”. 

These images say about two different scenes. The image of the “shadows of long pines” 

tell about a place with less human habitation. The image of “shadows of glass – faced 

towers” tell about a place brimming with human civilization. Birds try to remove the 

net of shadows along with these terrestrial demarcations.  

 It is not just Walcott who uses the imagery of a shadow in correspondence with 

national borders. Amitav Ghosh in “The Shadow Lines” draws similar idea. Shadows 

are created by solid and opaque objects when exposed to light. Light and an opaque 
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object are the basic essentials in the formation of any shadow. But in the select poem, 

Walcott deliberately uses the imagery of shadow in the setting of darkness. It is evident 

in the eight line of the poem, “the net rising soundless at night”. According to Walcott 

national borders are mere non - entities. He doubly negates the very concept by placing 

the imagery of shadow in the absence of light. 

 In the poem, Walcott mentions several species of birds in the imagery of bird 

migration. Wild geese, Ospreys, Killdeer, Chough, Raven and starlings are mentioned 

in the poem. Through this usage of multiple species Walcott implies that nature knows 

no difference among living creatures. Every single bird irrespective of the species to 

which they belong seem to get involved in the process of removing the net of shadows 

with utmost interest. Walcott says that birds are “from the high privilege of their birth”. 

He glorifies birds and scorns humans as “wingless ones” as they are unable to transcend 

national boundaries residing in “dark holes in windows and in houses”. Using nature as 

an inspiration Walcott inculcates wisdom of transcending national borders in his 

readers. 
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