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Abstract: 

This paper attempts to explore the essence of existence of Aboriginal Australians in Colin Thomas 

Johnson’s Wild Cat Falling. The term Aborigine is attributed to the indigenous people of Australia. 

The British people colonized Aborigines for wealth, food, survival etc. The Aborigines are 

physically strong but mentally weak. Some Aborigines could not overcome the struggle and they 

remained victims to the British. However, few Aborigines survived with the essence of existence. 

Existentialism is the philosophy which speaks about existence of man as a free individual. It 

pictures the authenticity of man and his freedom in the world. Alienation, fear and death is 

considered to be some of the themes of Existentialism. In the novel Wild Cat Falling, the characters 

have come across such situation but they wrestled well for their existence, both mentally and 

physically. Colin Thomas Johnson portrays the uniqueness of Aborigines and their freedom which 

is unfettered and unrestrained. He himself being an Aborigine effectively portrays the essence of 

existence of Aboriginal people through the characters. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Australia is the only country on earth which is also called as continent. The most unusual flora 

and fauna in the world is found in Australia. It is an unique and fascinating place. Australia is the 

home of the Aborigines. The term Aborigine is attributed to the indigenous people of Australia. 

Historians say that the Aborigines had the oldest living culture in the world. 

The term „Aborigine‟ comes from the Latin word „aborigine‟ means „from the beginning.‟ When 

spelled with a small „a‟, the word refers to a group of people whose ancestors are the first to live 

in a country; but when spelled with a capital „A,‟ the word refers only to the native people of 

Australia. After the colonization of Australia by the British settlers, there is a drastic change in 

the normal living of the Aborigines. The Aborigines lost their land, food and life. Some 

Aborigines moved far away from their land in search of food and shelter. They had no hope of 

living in their land. 

The Aborigines are physically strong but mentally weak. Some Aborigines could not overcome 

the struggle and they remained victims to the British. However, few Aborigines survived in their 

land with the essence of existence. In order to survive in this world, one must have an essence 

towards life. Essence is nothing but the taste or a positive approach towards life. It is a universal 

truth that all human beings are mortal. Jean Paul Sartre says “One always dies too soon-or too 

late. And yet, life is there, finished: the line is drawn, and it must be added up. You are nothing 

other than your life. People still live with a hope that there is always a purpose in their life. All 

human beings have the right and freedom to live in this world. To support this factor, some 

philosophers aroused with a school of thought called Existentialism. 
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Existentialism is a recent trend in the development of philosophy. It is the philosophical 

movement of modern twentieth century. Existentialism is a philosophy which is capable of 

authenticating human existence and the realization of one‟s essential freedom and 

responsibilities. It considers individual as supreme and gives importance to the man as an 

individual and his freedom and responsibility. Existentialism is described as an attempt to reach 

the innermost core of human existence in a concrete and individual fashion. It emphasizes the 

subjective reality of individual existence, individual freedom and individual choice. The basic 

root of Existentialism is found in the Socratic dictum „know thyself‟.  He questioned human 

existence and considers humans subject of knowledge. Alienation, fear and death is considered 

as some of the themes of Existentialism. The term Existentialism is coined by the French 

philosopher Gabriel Marcel and adopted by Jean Paul Sartre. 

The theme of existentialism is the priority of existence over essence. According to Plato‟s 

doctrine of ideas, in which essence precedes existence, all existentialist believe and emphasize 

the priority of existence over essence. According to existentialists, there is no idea preceding the 

existence of object. First the object exists then it is conceived by the mind. Every subject is first 

an existing object. Existentialists are concerned with the existence of man, his inner self rather 

than with his essence. Existence precedes essence is the famous dictum of Sartre. By this Sartre 

means, 

By this, man exists, turns up, appears on the scene, and, only afterwards, defines 

himself. If man as the existentialist conceives him, is indefinable, it is because at first 

he is nothing. Only afterward will he be something and he himself will have made 

what he will be. Thus there is no human nature, since there is no God to conceive it, 
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Not only is man what he conceives himself to be, but he is also only what he wills 

himself to be after his thrust towards existence. (Sartre)  

The novel Wildcat Falling is divided into three parts: Release, Freedom and Return. The three 

parts of the novel are linked together. The words „Release‟, „Freedom‟ and „Return‟ speak about 

the Aborigine‟s life. When the Aborigines are released from the prison, they do not feel 

comfortable to live in the society. The society treats them as animals. The Aborigines are not 

allowed to move freely in their land. Their freedom is restricted by the Whites. Freedom of living 

is very much necessary for an individual. Whatever may be the circumstances, an individual 

must be allowed to live freely.   

The second part of the novel is titled as „Freedom‟, but the four sorts of freedom such as speech, 

expression, to worship and freedom from want and fear of Aborigines is restricted by the Whites. 

The Aborigines remained as slaves to the White Australians and they are highly depended on the 

White Australians for food and shelter. The part „Return‟ portrays, returning back to the normal 

Aboriginal lifestyle of living. Only when an individual has an essence towards life, he come up 

from all the struggles that encompassed in his life. 

The novel Wild Cat Falling is about an unnamed Aborigine who is isolated from the society 

because of White colonization. In the beginning of the novel he finds no hope or belief in life . 

He is not interested in anything except drinking and smoking. But towards the end of the novel 

there is a slight development in his character. He paved his path to focus on his own life. “Heart 

pounding, breath a ragged gasping of air, I am clutching my rifle for dear life. So dear, dear life” 

(89). At the same time he is on the verge that anytime the whites can capture him and put in 
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prison or death. But still he lives with a desire to live his own life. The character sums up the 

audience regarding the real purpose and essence of life.  

“Today the end and the gates will swing to eject me, alone and so-called free. Another debt paid 

to society and I never owed it a thing” (3). The opening line of the novel reveals an interesting 

thought of hope of life. „Gates‟ is compared to the gates of an institution generally, but here it is 

compared to the gates of a prison. The unnamed Aborigine is telling the world that he feels 

unhappy to be released from the prison. For him prison is the only comfort and safer place. But 

when he is with the society he feels alienated because he is an Aborigine. However, he is not 

worried about his alienation. He is ready to face any challenge, to save his life. For Aborigines, 

living the life to the fullest is highly a challenge. 

The unnamed Aborigine defines love like normal human beings. He says love is like a fantasy. 

He is with the bitter truth that love is just an imagination and it is not found in human beings. He 

says, “Mother love, boy-girl love-all love is fantasy” (3). Because he did not get the love he 

wanted from the non-Aborigines. His mother is his only companion. Later, he is separated from 

his mother for unpredictable crimes by the whites. 

For me Fermantle jail has been a refuge of a sort. They have accepted me here as I 

have accepted hopelessness and futility. The others still have their hopes. Some even 

make resolutions-but they will fail and fall. Out a few weeks or days, then back a few 

years in jail sweet jail. Hope is an illusion for squares. I don‟t fall for it. Don‟t care 

anymore. I trained myself this way so no phony emotion can touch me. I go through 

the actions of life, like in a dream. Actor and Audience. Split personality. I can get 

outside my skin and look at myself (3). 
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Here, the narrator points out an extraordinary characteristics sketch of the unnamed aborigine 

who possess the essence of existence. From the above passage, it‟s understood that he is 

comfortable in the jail. The jail accepts him as he accepted hopelessness and futility. The other 

non-Aborigines in the jail are full of hope. They are allowed to roam inside the jail and live 

freely. Some of the non-Aborigines even make resolutions not to sin. The White calls the 

Aborigines as criminals. The narrator is of the point that they will fall and fail. He portrays jail as 

sweet jail. The narrator made his mind strong not to fall for any phony emotions. He is very 

confident to face the actions of life. He is ready to act like a split personality as non aborigines 

do. In order to survive, the Aborigines need to act. They have to accept all the struggles given by 

the non-Aborigines. The character accepts all things that come as a block to his life. As a normal 

human being everyone has challenges in their life. Only when there is an essence towards life, 

one can break off the chains of struggles and challenges. 

“Double doors to give a complete feeling of isolation” (5). The Fermantle Jail provides the 

Aborigines a complete feeling of isolation. Isolation is just a word for the narrator. He gently 

comes out from the feeling of isolation. “I did as commanded and entered the cell” (5). He obeys 

all the laws passed by the Jailors in order to survive. From the novel, it is clearly understood that 

in the Fermantle Jail every cell has a high window through which a little amount of light can 

pass. This light helps the slaves to read the Bible. The narrator just reads the Bible and he did not 

find any hope in it. He says that, “When I finished the Bible there was nothing to do but lie on 

my back and let my mind wander and my eyes rove” (6). He allows his mind to wander in the 

dream and that makes him more comfort. 

The girl whom he met at the beach asks about his education. For that he says, 

CIKITUSI JOURNAL FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

Volume 6, Issue 3, March 2019

ISSN NO: 0975-6876

http://cikitusi.com/104



I went to an ordinary school for a couple of years, “ I tell her. “There I learnt the art 

of survival against the mob rule. Then I got copped for stealing and I was sent to 

home where I was educated in the simple techniques of crime and learnt to survive 

the harshness of Christian charity. In the Noongar camps I learnt the art of being 

completely unexploitable and of sabotaging every make-believe effort to improve the 

native‟s lot. I also learnt to take raw alcohol and raw sex. In jail I graduated in vice 

and overcame my last illusions about life. Now I know that hope and despair are 

equally absurd.” (32) 

Humans are surrounded with the unique ability and capacity of hope and despair. This generates 

positive and negative expectations about future. It neglects the present circumstances and 

engages ourselves to shape our future 

The narrator marks some existential and absurd works such us Crime and Punishment, War and 

Peace, Anna karenina and Waiting for Godot in Wild Cat Falling. Crime and Punishment is a 

novel of alienation where a character sees him superior to all other people. He sees and other 

people as tools and uses them for his own purpose. Likewise, in Wild Cat Falling, the Aborigines 

are used as tools by the Whites. The White people consider themselves superior. The Aborigines 

are strictly prohibited in all Endeavors, but they still had an essence to live their life.  

In War and Peace, the characters search for the meaning of life and death in a world which was 

shaken by Napoleonic wars. The Aborigines in the novel search for the meaning of life and death 

in the white dominated society. The Whites consider the Aborigines as animals. They are not 

given the status of human beings. As a human being each individual should have an essence to 

live his/her life. The Aborigines persisted the struggles given by the White people. 
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Anna Karenina is a novel by Leo Tolstoy that gives warning to the society and reader. The Novel 

pictures that only person allowed to judge is God and the rest of human beings are imperfect. In 

Wild Cat Falling the Aborigines are punished cruelly by the Whites. Their punishments for a 

crime is double that of non-Aborigines. The Aborigines accepted the punishments as a part of 

their life and focused on living. 

In Waiting for Godot, Samuel Becket tells us about the absurd and existentialistic world. The two 

characters waits for Godot , with a hope. In Wild Cat Falling, the Aborigines still wait for the 

time to live freely in their land in the end of the novel. 

CONCLUSION 

Colin Thomas Johnson is the tireless fighter for Aboriginal people of Australia. He is influenced 

by the ideologies of Bentham and Foucault. He is a free-thinker like Sartre and Camus. He 

believes in the thinking of Existentialists. He is a purist while writing for the Aboriginal people. 

He deals with the problems of survival, the sorrows and sufferings and rootlessness of 

Aboriginal people. 

Colin Thomas Johnson confesses that he was strongly influenced by Existentialistic philosophy. 

He says 

Perhaps I am too much under the influence of the Existentialists and the French 

School of abstract aloneness… still, I excuse myself by saying… that I am young and  

Australian and most of them are old and European and therefore my findings must be 

different( Mudrooroo). 
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When Colin Thomas Johnson writes, “I guess the fact is I‟m afraid of life, haven‟t got the guts to 

be a real criminal” (Mudrooroo). The statement is not about the declaration of unnamed narrator 

in Wildcat Falling, it is also the true voice of Aboriginal youth in general. Throughout the novel 

every character undergoes the problem of survival both mentally and physically. However the 

characters strived hard to come out from the problem of existence. He himself being an 

Aborigine succeeds in bringing out the existentialistic problem of the Aborigines by his novel 

Wildcat Falling. 
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